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HIGH-QUALITY CHILDCARE IS CENTRAL TO THE EXTENDED
SERVICES THAT WILL BE OFFERED BY ALL PRIMARY
SCHOOLS BY 2010. YEAR-ROUND PROVISION CAN

HAVE FAR-REACHING BEMEFITS.

Jrive is si-yeaar-odd Kieron, As
All childrén will be obls 1o occess
exlended services by 2010:

usual, his mother leaves him
salely insede Moulseconmb
Prirmary Schood baefors catching
the bus to her part-tima job in
the city centre, Within 10 minutes
anaiher dozen or 50 children have
jcaned hirm. By the time lessons bagin

thar naumbser will have risen to 30 or

more. Welcome 1o the moast popular

bBreakfast clubs in Brighton

T meal 15 a amphe one; freth
orange jice, a bowl of ceneal, and
as much toast as they can eat, The
childdren st in twos and threes at the

handfull of tabdes thal eCoupy the

wvire of thie room, Elsewhems, thied bast important takes of what th ey i i
is & well-wom sofa and a miniature up to at the weskend, why 8 friend
ool table, Mobody uses these i=n't comming 10 SChool, what thay'r
because everybady i far too busy lncking forward o, or anything else
aating - or talking, and Lawghing, that comes to mind. “Ivs much better
I 15 an overcast Monday moming fiowr thee Chillclren 10 start the day with
bt another week has got off toa a hiealthy meal,” she says."But it’s
bifkghit start alsa good for them to hsve somenns

10 talk to And Bf | wasn't here, they

Between operating toasters and might oft jurst haneging around in

il listens  the v if their mums have to

pouring out m k. Dana Guiss

o childeen as they queus to tell small  leave home gaily”
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Shars your views abeut
axtended schaok.

Emaik iredbacks
[Pyl e wmadgasne couk

Dhana i & Bormmer pupil of the school,
a5 are her two teenage children,
s & pattem repeated in many
oitteer families on an estate of sevens

deprivation and high unemployment,

Thie numser of pupils entitled 1o
Trie school maeals is well above the
national average: the numbser with
learning diffcultnes and disabilities is
also saceplionally high, Nevertheless,
an Ofited report conchaded the
school s increasingly effective;
giving top marks for the outstanding
iy W weorioed with oahers 1o
promote the wellbeing of leamsars.

Theet bk fast chab, resulting

In improved punciuality and
attendance, is part of a bigger
plcture. A toddler group meets
twdce & week, with music and dance
sesssions, while an on-site creche i
open whenever the schoal is open,

Thee creche is a ¢macial COmMpOoTEnt,
says Lucy Raymer, Moulsecoomb's
scherol and commanity development
wiarkir, responsible for coordinating
atended services "When | Ltarted
e sin yoars ago, there was no
POAIRvE reason ker panenis i come
ino the school, if ever they did
engage il wanl abaays for 3 negative
reason, either because there was a
prablam with their child, or bacause
they wanted to complain about
soamething. All that has changed.”

Mo parests ane in school
throughout the day, whether its
dropping in for a coffee and a chat
&1 the waekly Comemunity Monmindg
get-rogether or learning how 1o
cook a healthy meal that they can
tahe hiome for a nominal change
of £1. Other activities inchade
preparation for national tests in
literacy and numeracy, English far

to start the day
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speakers of other languages, ue of
schood computers, and a pre-nursery
Marsing On groase for parents of
children ready to make the transition
from the neighbouring Sure Stan
children's cenise.

Luscy says-"Parents have lots of neally
good feasong to come and, i thiy
harve younger children, they know
therne IS always & creche. Most
impartantly, the children see that
SChood must ba good because their
murm also ooames in and keams or
hias fuin .~

Thar certainly applies to the art
graup. Taught by a sefl-employed
sculptar, it is one of the school's most
popular and longlasting initiatives.

In & series of public art projects, a
dozen of S0 Fatlsrs have combined
to build a Celtic spiral on an ancient
quarry site and constructed a dragon
from a fallen beech tree on the
South Downs

‘What began in a classroom, has truly
spread its wings and mads a mark
on the local landscape.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB

IN A SECRET
GARDEN

At the edge of Desdman Woods
nestles Moulsecoomib's Foress
Garden. it's a shom walk for teacher
Hiilary Bryan, just beyond the council
blacks and the rundown raitway
station, But it's a millicn mées from
thw daiby Inves of her clads of
seven-year-okds,

Together they hive created an
orchard, complere with storytelling
ared and wildlife pond. This term, thay
planted gadic and row they ane
harwesting the bulks so they can
make garlic bread,

Hone of this would happen wd thout
extended services - and Warren
Carter, a gandendss wh has
transformed one of one of Brighton's
meost histonic allotment sites.,

“This gardien wordks wonders,”
Waaren says. “The transformation
of the ki is amazing it really does
brineg out the best in all of tham.”
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